
T I M O T H Y  Z I N N ,  M I C H A E L  B A K E R  C O R P O R A T I O N

NATIONAL REGISTER OF 
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NATIONAL REGISTER GUIDANCE

• Pennsylvania Historical and Museum 

Commission/Bureau for Historic Preservation 

http://www.portal.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt?ope

n=512&mode=2&objID=1426 

• National Park Service

• http://www.nps.gov  (Home Page)

• http://www.nps.gov/nr/ (National Register Page)



NATIONAL REGISTER BULLETINS
GUIDELINES FOR LOCAL SURVEYS :  A BASIS FOR 

PRESERVATION PLANNING



NATIONAL REGISTER BULLETINS
HOW TO APPLY THE NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA FOR EVALUATION



NATIONAL REGISTER BULLETINS
DEFINING  BOUNDARIES FOR NATIONAL REGISTER PROPERTIES



NATIONAL REGISTER BULLETINS
HISTORIC RESIDENTIAL SUBURBS:  

GUIDELINES FOR EVALUATION AND DOCUMENTATION FOR THE 
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES



NATIONAL REGISTER BULLETINS
HOW TO COMPLETE THE NATIONAL REGISTER REGISTRATION FORM



WHAT CAN BE ELIGIBLE FOR THE 
NATIONAL REGISTER?

Buildings

principle function is as a shelter for human activity

Structures

functional construction that is used for something other 

than human shelter

Objects

things that are primarily artistic in nature and relatively 

small



WHAT CAN BE ELIGIBLE FOR THE 
NATIONAL REGISTER?

Site

location of a significant event, a prehistoric/historic 
occupation or activity, or a building or structure  (standing, 
ruined, or vanished) where the location itself possesses 
historic, cultural, or archaeological value regardless of the 
value of any existing structure

District

possesses a significant concentration, linkage, or continuity 
of sites, buildings, structures or objects united historically 
or aesthetically by plan or physical development.



THREE PARTS OF NATIONAL REGISTER 
ELIGIBILITY

In order for a property to be eligible, it:

1. Must meet at least 1 of the NRHP criteria

• detailed in NR Bulletin “How to Apply the National 

Register Criteria for Evaluation”

2. Must have Integrity

3. Must NOT reflect one of the Criteria 

Considerations…



NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA FOR 
EVALUATION

•Criterion A:
 Properties that are associated with one or more events

that have made a significant contribution to the broad

patterns of our history.

•Criterion B:
• Properties that are associated with individuals whose 

specific contributions to history can be identified and 

documented.



NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA FOR 
EVALUATION

•Criterion C:
 Properties that embody the distinctive characteristics

of a type, period, or method of construction, or that
represent the work of a master, or that possess high
artistic values, or that represent a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components may lack
individual distinction.

Criterion D:
 Properties that have yielded or may be likely to yield

information important in history or prehistory.



HISTORIC INTEGRITY

In addition to meeting at least one of the Criteria of 

Eligibility, properties must have:

Integrity:  The ability of a property to convey its 

significance.



SEVEN ASPECTS OF INTEGRITY

1: Location- is the place where the building was 
constructed or event occurred.

2: Design- the combination of elements that create 
the form, plan, space, structure, and style of a 
property.

3: Setting- physical environment: landscape, 
topography, vegetation, etc.

4: Materials- the physical elements that were 
combined or deposited during a particular period of 
time and in a particular pattern or configuration  to 
form a historic property.



SEVEN ASPECTS OF INTEGRITY

5: Workmanship- physical evidence of the 
crafts of a particular culture or people.

6: Feeling (of historic places)- a property’s 
expression of the aesthetic or historic sense of 
a particular period of time.

7: Association- the direct link between an 
important historic event or person and 
property.



NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA 
CONSIDERATIONS

A. Religious Property:  

not eligible unless primary significance for 

architecture, artistic distinction, or associated with 

important events.

B. Moved Properties:  

not eligible unless it is significant primarily for 

architectural value or it is the surviving property 

most importantly associated with a historic person 

or event.



NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA 
CONSIDERATIONS

C. Birthplaces and Graves: only eligible if
A. Is associated with a person of outstanding 
importance in the history of the local area, state, or 
nation.

B.  There is no other place surviving that reflects the 
person’s productive life. 

D. Cemeteries:  usually not eligible unless:
A.  Graves of people of transcendent importance.

B.  Incredible antiquity

C.  Distinctive design features

D.  Associated with historical events



NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA 
CONSIDERATIONS

E. Reconstructed Buildings:  are eligible when they are 
accurately executed in a suitable environment and presented in 
a dignified manner as part of a restoration master plan and 
when no other building or structure with the same associations 
has survived.  (All three requirements must be met.)

F. Commemorative Properties:  Statues and 
Monuments.

Usually not eligible unless they are significant for the 
architectural, artistic, or other design qualities of its own 
period in prehistory or history.
Can also acquire significance, and therefore be eligible, 
after the time of its creation through age, tradition, or 
symbolic value.



NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA 
CONSIDERATIONS

G. Properties Less than 50 years old:

Usually not eligible unless they are exceptionally 

important.



TYPES OF HISTORIC 
RESOURCES SURVEYS



RECONNAISSANCE LEVEL SURVEY

• The reconnaissance level survey, 

or “windshield survey,” is designed 

as a “basic level of survey that 

results in the characterization of 

an area’s general development 

patterns and the nature of its built 

resources” (PHMC guidance).



INTENSIVE LEVEL SURVEY

• The intensive level survey is a level 
of documentation designed to 
produce sufficient information 
about a property or resource so 
that it might be evaluated for its 
significance according to pre-
established criteria (as per PHMC 
guidance).



EXAMPLES OF SURVEY EFFORTS
NRHP NOMINATION FOR STRIP HISTORIC DISTRICT, 

PITTSBURGH, PA



EXAMPLES OF SURVEY EFFORTS
ARCHITECTURAL INVENTORY PROJECT, 

DEPARTMENT OF CITY PLANNING, PITTSBURGH, PA



EXAMPLES OF SURVEY EFFORTS
RECONNAISSANCE AND INTENSIVE LEVEL SURVEYS FOR 

THE NEW ORLEANS RAIL GATEWAY PROJECT, 
NEW ORLEANS, LA 



EXAMPLE OF A LOCAL NRHP DISTRICT
HIGHLAND PARK



EXAMPLE OF A LOCAL NRHP DISTRICT
HIGHLAND PARK



EXAMPLE OF A LOCAL NRHP DISTRICT
HIGHLAND PARK



EXAMPLE OF A LOCAL NRHP DISTRICT
HIGHLAND PARK



EXAMPLE OF A LOCAL NRHP DISTRICT
HIGHLAND PARK



EXAMPLE OF A LOCAL NRHP DISTRICT
HIGHLAND PARK


